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PORTUGUESE    IN    INDIA.

CHAP.    Dom Manoel  sent out Pedro de Annaya, with six ships,,

to build a fort at Zofala.    Three of the ships were to go

A-D.     on to India and return with lading, whilst the other three

1505. were to cruise off the coast of Zofala. Pedro de Annaya
experienced no difficulty in obtaining leave to erect a fort
at Zofala, whereby the trade at that port was secured ;
but in granting it the King had hoped that the un-
healthiness of the country would speedily oblige the Por-
tuguese to quit it.

The three trading ships sailed towards India, under the
command of Pero Barreto, and two of the remaining three
were ordered to guard the coast up to Cape Guardafui, the
command of which Pedro de Annaya gave to his son
Francisco. These two were, however, lost, but their cap-
tains managed to escape in the boats. A wooden fort
having been constructed at Zofala, the Moors of the place
were anxious for its destruction, naturally fearing that it
would be the means of interfering with their trade, and
they accordingly intrigued with the King's son-in-law,
whom they induced to espouse their cause. He ex-
perienced no difficulty in persuading the King to expel the
Portuguese, and, taking advantage of a time when many
of them were sick, he surrounded the fort with 5,000
Cafres, and filled the ditch with faggots. Within the fort
were only thirty-five Portuguese capable of bearing arms,
but these did such execution with their cannon that they
killed immense numbers of the enemy, after which Pedro
de Annaya made a sally with some twenty men, and drove
the remainder of the assailants from before the fort. In
the night Annaya with a few men attacked the town, and
entering the palace, the King wounded him in the neck
with a scimitar, but was himself immediately slain; he
then retired to the fort, which was the following day
again attacked by the King's sons and all the Moors of
the place, but these were also successfully repulsed with
considerable loss. The two sons of the late King shortly
fell out about the succession to the throne, but one of